Ramji Rana/Rupnarayan Dhakal

Lamjungl/Pokhara, Octaber15

At least 24 persons were killed
in blizzards triggered by off-
season snowfall in Manang
and Mustang districts, while
dozens have gone missing.

Of the deceased, 12 are for-
eign trekkers. Sixteen bodies
were recovered from Thorang
La Pass area that borders Man-
ang and Mustang while eight
were found in Kanglapas area
of Manang.

Mustang CDO Baburam
Bhandari said 16 bodies were
found between Dumcamp and
Thorang La Pass area on the
Annapurna Circuit, Nine of the
killed are Nepalese and seven
are foreigners — three Israelis,
three Polish and one Viet-
namese.

Nineteen trekkers trapped
in an avalanche were rescued
from the area, They have been
taken to Jomsom while three,
who were not injured have
been kept at Muktinath, Ac-
cording to Bhandari, of the 500
trekking to Musrang via Tho-
rang La Pass from Manang,
around 250 have come into
contact while as many have
not.

A Nepali Army team with a
helicopter has launched res-
cue operation, while a police
team is helping with rescue
operation onland.

Mahendra Acharya of
Trekking Agencies Association
of Nepal said 85 foreign
trekkers were missing on the
Annapurna Circuit alone. “The
number of Nepali trekkers is
vet to be established,” Acharya
added.

Manang CDO Devendra

ives;

HT 1é10-1 ¢

Prwsio Courtesy, DPR. Nepall Army

Nepali Army personnel rescuing trekkers trapped in the snow at Thorang La Pass areain the
Annapurna circuit, in Manang, on Wednesday.

Lamichhane said eight people
were killed in snowfall. Three
bodies were recovered at Naar
vDC while five were found at
Fu VDC. Four Canadians and
one Indian national were
found at Fu. Three Canadians
and one Nepali were rescued
from Fu area. The trekkers
were killed while trying to
cross Thorang La area.

SSP Balram Sharma at Zonal

police Office, Gandaki, said .

that most of the killed and the
missing are foreign trekkers.
Police have halted trekking at
Annapurna Circuit.

The identities of those killed
in the blizzards are yet to be as-
certained.

MYAGDI: Five persons in-
cluding two Slovakians have
gone ° missing in an
avalanche at Dhaulagiri
Base camp at MudiVDC. In-
spector Bimat Kumar Upad-
hyay said the missing have
been identified as Slova-
kians John Matik and
Viadimir - Swansar and
Nepalese Bhoj Kumar Rai of
Okhaldhunga, Dorje Sherpa
and Gopal Rai of
Solukhumbhu. “The chance
of rescuing them alive is
slim,” Inspector Upadhyay

Two Slovakians, three Nepalis lost

said. Air Manang and Shree
Airlines’ helicopters rescued
eight persons trapped in the
avalanche. The team that
had gone for trekking to
Dhaulagiri region through
Adventure Travel had split at
two places. Guide Rukaji
Magar said that nine days af-
ter the ‘team reached the
base camp, the avalanche
hit them suddenly. DSP Ja-
nardan GC said the search
operation had halted due to
snowfall. “We shall resume it
tornorrow morning.” — s
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Snowstorm sweeps West

Kills at least 21 people, including 12 foreigners, in Manang, Mustang and Myagdi districts

PRAGAT] SHAM
KATHMANDU, OCT15

Unusual rains accompanied
by snowstorm which swept
through western Nepal, have
reportedly killed at least 21
people, including 12 foreign-*
ers, and left scores missing.
Eighteen have been rescued
from different incident sites
in Manang and Mustang dis-
tricts on Wednesday.

The Home Ministry has,
however, put the number of
deaths at 11.

Three persons, believed to
be local yak herders were
found dead in Nar-4 village in
Manang on Tuesday With
this, the snow blizzard toll
reaches 24 in the past two
days.

A team of security person-
nel recovered 16 bodies,
including that of seven for-
eigners, from Dump Camp
located at an altitude of
around 5,000 metres along
the famous Annapurna
Circuit, after passing
Thorong La (5,416 metres
above sea level) and
Muktinath in Mustang dis-
trict on Wednesday after-
noon. According to Chief
District Officer of Mustang,
Baburam Bhandari, the trek-
kers are believed to have
been trapped under the
heavy rains accompanied by
_snowstorth that’ lashed the -
region since Monday
evening. Among the 16 bod-
ies recovered from Mustang,
three are of Polish nationals,
three Israelis and one
Vietmamese but their identi-
ties are yet to be ascertained.
The remaining bodies belong
to Nepali citizens. “The snow
blizzard is likely to have hap-
pened on Tuesday morning,”

= Nepal Army personnel rescue an injured person on a himalayan foothill on Wednesday after blizzards

and avalanches triggered by the tail of cyclone Hudhud hit three westem districts.

Bhandari said, adding that
the district authority along
with the security forces was
only informed late on
Tuesday, -

In afiother incident, the
bodies of five foreign trek-
kers—four Canadians and an
Indian—were recovered from
Mamlang in Nar Phu village
on Wednesday. The trekkers
had gone missing since
Tuesday, according to DSP
Rajendra Babu Regmi.

The period between
October and November is
considered the peak tourist

seadon in Manang and
Mustang. “We are issuing
entry permit for 280-300 peo-
ple daily these days,” said
Junu Kumari Gurung, a staff
based at Dharapani in
Manat' _ under the
Annapurna Condervation
Area (ACAP) that adminis-
ters the tourist flow in the
region.

On Sunday, a total of 356
people including trekkers
and their associates had
reached Manang on their
way to Muktinath in Mustang
after passing the Thorong La.

POST COURTESY: NEPAL ARMY

However, only 244 people
have made it to Muktinath so
far, said Bidur Kuinkel, chief
at Mustang section of ACAP.
Five people, including two
Slovakian trekkers, have
been missing in “Dhaulagiri
region in Myagdi district
since Tuesday. Eight other
Slovaks of the same expedi-
tion team were rescued from
the site on Wednesday.
Several places in Nepal
started witnessing sudden
change in weather patterns
due to the influence of
cyclone Hudhud that made

landfall in India’s Andhra
Pradesh on Sunday after-
noon. The western and cen-
tral districts in Nepal experi-
enced the severity of Hudhud
effect with some places along
the Tarai plains experienc-
ing heavy rains and snowfall
in the high-altitude areas,
crippling the normal life.

Weathermen and experts
had forecast the direction of
cyclone to be north-west that
would have impacted some
places including high-alti-
tude regions in the far-west
in Nepal. “But the cyclonic
movement  unexpectedly
turned the earlier predicted
direction on Monday night
towards the north-east,
which ultimately hit the cen-
tral part intensely,” said
Suman Regmi, chief at the
Meteorological Forecasting
Division. The core of the
heaviest rain of the cyclone
Hudhud hit the central
region, affecting  the
Annapurna region, the
famous trekking routes in
the country.

“The trekkers were
informed about possible
impact of Hudhud in the Far-
west so they set off for the
trek in the Annapurna
region. However, suddenly
the cyclone changed its direc-
tion and affected the area,”
Regmi said.

The weather condition is
gradually ~tmproving from
Wednesday morning in many
parts of the country, includ-
ing the Annapurna region.
“We expect improved weath-
er throughout the country
from Thursday ,” Regmi said.

(With inputs from Prem Nepall
in Pokhara and Ghanashyam
Khadka in Myagdi)
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PREN NEPAL, GHANASHYAM
KHADKA & PRAGATI SHAHI
KATHMANDU. OCT 16

Nineteen more bodies were
recovered in Manang,
Mustang and Myagdi dis-
tricts on Thursday, pushing
the death toll of unseasonal
blizzards and avalanches in
the Annapurna region to 29.
Eleven bodies were those of
foreign nationals, the
authorities said. The search
teams also rescued 211 peo-
ple from the region.

According to Govind
Prasad Pathak, chief of
police in Mustang, nine bod-
ies, including those of three
Nepalis, two Israelis and one
Polish, were recovered near
Thorong La pass at an alti-
tude of 5,400 metres above
the sea level. The identities
of the victims are yet to be
ascertained.

In Manang district, five
bodies--of three Nepalis and
two Indians-were found in
Kangla Fu pass. Deputy
Superintendent of Police
Rajendra Babu Regmi said
they could not bring the
remains to Chame because
of bad weather.

Five helicopters were
used to rescue the trekkers
and their associates trapped
in the Annapurna region
since. early Tuesday morn-
ing. Chief District Ofticer of
Manang Devendra
Lamichhane said all rescue
efforts had to be halted on
Thursday evening because
of poor visibility. He said the
weather was clear from 6am
until 5pm.

In Myagdi, bodies of five
people--three Nepalis and
two Slovaks--were pulled out
the snow. They had been
reported missing in an ava-
lanche on Tuesday Two

19 more bodies found:
211 saved from blizzard

® Rescuers carry a victim of an avalanche before they airlift the
body from Thorong La pass area on Thursday. PHOTO COURTESY: NEPAL ARMY

Indian trekkers were res.
cued from the area.

The disaster is the second
deadliest tragedy to hit the
mountains in Nepal this
year after the massive ava-
lanche in Everest region
that killed 16 Sherpa guides
in April.

Meanwhile, the govern-
ment has formed a high-lev-
el team under Tourism
Minister Deepak Chandra
Amatya to assist in the ongo-
ing search and rescue mis-
sion. A meeting of the teain
members was held at the
Tourism  Ministry on
Thursday to discuss the
ways to make the search and
rescue mission more effec-
tive.  Meanwhile, Prime
Minister Sushil Koirala has
extended condolence to the
families of those Kkilled in
blizzards and avalanches.
Koirala urged the Army,
police, local administra-
tions, tourism entrepre-

neurs, and trekking and
mountaineering agencies
operating in the area for
prompt search and rescue of
the people missing in the
incident. Koirala added that
the government was ready
to collaborate’ with non-gov-
ernment organisations and
development partners to
improve the weather fore-
cast system along the trek-
king routes.

100 missing In
Upper Dolpa

Around 100 people, includ-
ing 60 foreign trekkers, have
been reported missing in
remote Upper Dolpa. Hem
Thapa of CG Trekking Store
said that of the 10 tourist
teams who were trekking
around the region, only one
comprising 17 members
came in contact on Thursday
afternoon. The status of
other teams remained
unknown as of the evening.
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Narrow
escape

he first trekkers from Israel, Hong Kong, and Germany

rescued from the Mustang side of Thorung La were brought to

Kathmandu on Wednesday and are undergoing treatment for
severe sunburn and frostbite at the Army Hospit al in Kathmandu. After
a night of heavy snowfall and high winds, some of them had decided to
walk down because the sun was out.

“Our plan was to stay in the tea shop o ride out the storm, but

when we saw that it was all clear and bright the next morning we
decided to walk down,” said Yakov Meomh {pic, below) at a press

meet. But the snow was chest-deep and they got lost on their way
down. After eight hours. thev could finally m"lke a call ou their mobile.

EERRAL

-1 mr;u Kajan, Yakoy tegrell, and Maya Ora ik 1o
2 rescued fom e Mustang-side of
y 0t saving them,

HAPPY TO BE HERE:

M at e Ay HOsip s
“uacung La on Wednesday. Thevrwn ed lhn 1

i [I 4y

“We called the travel ageno ‘nn! vanthassy, and asked them Lo

send helicopters. Until then, sitided throngh the snow by ou
;mllt r. Thev ?lLLl-ri us up on ||II' mowntain and Mew firsl to \lll]\ll]' ih
before {nn.;;m;, us Lo Kathmandie,” savs Mava Ora,

The Israelis credited their guides Tor probably saving their lives by
advising them nol to move oul of the tea shop during the storm, Two
other Israelis were not so lucky. They were buried in an ava lanche
below Thorung La along with two | soles and nine Ne palis. At Phu, four

Canadians, three Indians and three Ne palis were killed.
At Dlmuhgm Baw Camp. two Slovak climbers and their three
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BKRAMRAI

and Maya Ora talk

HAPPY TO BE HERE: it el rikkers

{s at the Army Hostpial on Thursday alter heing rescued from the Mustang-side of

thorung La on Wednesday. They ciedited heir guicte and thie army for saving them

“We called the travel agency and embassy, and asked them o
send helicoptears, Until then, we swere guided through the snow by our
porter. Thev picked us up on the mountain and flew first to Muktinath
before bringing us o Kathmandu,” savs Mava Ora.

“The laaclis credited their guides tor probably saving their lives by
ady ising them nol to move ont of the tea shop during the storm. Two
ather Israelis were not so lucky. They were buried in an avalanche
below Thorung La along with lwo Poles and nine Nepalis. At Phu, four
Canadians. three Tndians and three Nepalis were killed.

At Dhaulagiri Base Camp, two Slovak climbers and their three
Sherpa guides from a 11-member expedition have still not made
contact after heing caught in an avalanche.

Twenty one people are so far confirmed cdead and hundreds are
stranded and unaccounted for after Tuesday’s storm in the Annapurna.
Dhaulagiri and Manaslu areas. Sevenly trokkers were rescued from
Manang and 47 from Mustang as this paper went Lo press o1l Thursday
cvening.

Manang, through which hundreds of tourists attempt to cross the
Thorung La (3416m} into Mustang every day, was worst hit. Eightv-five
of the 345 trekkers who registered at the ACAP checkpoint on Monday
en toute to Yak Kharka and Thorung Phedi haven't made it over 1o the
other side.

Trekkers conlacted Germany through a satellite phone and said
there was a “large group” of them on the pass waiting {or rescue,

The message was relaved to the Nepal Army which had three rescue
belicaptirs in the area on Thursday.

The Armyv had brought out four bodies from the western side of the
pass on Wednesday and Thursday. District administration office in
Manang said ten (rekkers were also buried in snow in the Phu Valley
near the China border. 3
Sunir Pandey
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ing," said Bhandari,

Devendra  Lamich-
hane, chief district officer
of Manang, said, “Al
the dead bodies found
between Kangla and Fy
villages were recavered
from under a thick blan-
ket of snow,"

Meanwhile, security
personnel have halted
rescue  work due 1o
adverse weather, “We will
resume the search and
Fescue tomorrow,” saijd
DSP Janardan GC at Dis-
trict Police Office (DPO),
Myagdi. Myagdi DPO had
deployed a team of six
security personnel under
Assistant Sub-Inspector
(ASI) Mahendra Shrestha
in * the avalanche-hit

area.
(DILIP POUDEL
Jrom Baglung and HAR]
KRISHNA GAUTAM from
Myagdi contributed to
this reporting)

—_— ——
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Heavy Snowfalls leave atleast2d
dead in Manang and Mustang

More than 175 people missing in Annapurna Region

By Chandreshwar. Bastakoti

Jomsom, Mustang, Oct. 15

At least 24 people were
buried to death in snow
after two days of continuous
snowfall in high Himalayan
regions in Manang and
Mustang districts.

Heavy snowfall occurred
in high Himalaya region
due to the effects of Hudhud
cyclone which entered Nepal
from Indian region from early
Monday moming.

Ofthetotal deaths, 16 died in
Maustang and eight in Manang
district, said
Chief District
Officer of Mustang Baburam
Bhandari.

Nine Nepalese and seven
foreigners were killed when
snowfall covered them in
Mustang region, confirmed
CDO Bhandari.

According to Bhandari,
19 others were airlifted by
Nepalese Army helicopter and
brought to Jomsom.
~ According to Mahendra
Acharya of Trekking Agency
Association of Nepal (TAAN),
18%-foreighers are misshil in
and around the Annapurna
circuit. However, the number
of missing Nepalese has not
been confirmed yet but there
‘might be 85 to 90 Nepalese
lnissing in Annaurna circuit

Hudhud cyclone effects

alone. ;

In Manang, three died a
Nar VDC and five others at Fu
VDC of the district, said CDO
Devendra Lamichhane.

Four Canadian and an
Indian citizen were buried
to death following heavy
snowfall at Fu and Kamlang
area of Manang district, while
three other Canadians and a
Nepali were rescued.

. In Mustang, CDO Baburam
Bhandari said that 17 recovered

dead bodies were brought to

Mustang District Hospital.

Bhandari said that only
on Wednesday morning, five
bodies including two Nepalese
were found but by afternoon
time, rescue team recovered
12 more bodies from different
places. As rescue operation is
going on, the identification of
most of the deceased is yet to
be ascertained, said Bhandari.

The deceased include two
citizens of Poland and one
from Israel, while they were
descending towards Muktinath

~after’'crossing Throne La
Pass along Annapurna circuit
trekking route, said Bhandari.

CDO Bhandari said that
out of 567 foreigners who
were coming to Muktinath,
only 244 had so far rived at

10 " |

Muktinath area from Throng
La Pass route.

Similarly, three other
locals who went to graze their
animals were missing after
heavy snowfall. Search and.
rescue operation is going on
in the area.

Five other grazers had been
successful to come out alive
from the snowfall. According
to survivors, there were eight
grazers in the area and three
had gone missing.

The missing persons include
Ghalyanchowk Lama, 30,
of Nar village-
2, 47-year old
Phurba Lama of Nar village-
4, while another missing
person’s identification is yet to
be confirmed. The incident site
in the northern belt of Mustang
district can be reached after 11
hours’ walk.

Meanwhile, police
administration has stopped the
adventurous Annapurna trekking
route for the time being in the
wake of heavy snowfall.

Likewise, five other people
were missing in Dhaulagiri
treleking touté. in-Myagdi.
district. Two foreigners and
three Nepalese are missing
in the trekking route. They
came for the Round Dhautlagiri
trek from Sherpa Adventure
Travels. _J




