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Japan s________ to help resolve crisis in _,_%m_

SBY NARAYAN WAGLE
 TOKYO,MAYE9 .

Japanese politicians have
expressed their willingness
to help resolve the political
crisis in Nepal.

The ._wwma-zmwm_
Parliamentary Friendship
League - (JNPFL) bas
expressed its eagerness to
provide any kind of assis-

“tance that - Nepal would-

require.

Tadahiro Matsushita,
parliamentarian and gener-
al secretary of theé JNPFL,
headed by former Prime
Minister Hashimoto, held
consultations in this regard
with Japanese Ambassador

to Nepal Sutomu EE&S
on Thursday. N

After the meeting
Matsusita told the Post, "I

have also comsulted with-

chairman Hashimoto. We
are ready to provide neces-
sary assistance for democra-

"tization of Nepal."

But the cordition the
Japanese have put forth is:
Maoists should declare

ceasefire and political par-
_ ties should express confi-

dence on constitutional
monarchy and multi-party
democracy.

. He also said that the sit-
uation in Nepal has wors-
ened as big neighbors have

started exerting economic
pressure, “if this situation
continues, international
interference. is likely to

-occur in Nepal," he said,

adding, "Political parties
should express their wis-
dom for- the sake of the
nation at such a critical situ-
ation."

‘He also Emcnamm Emn a
team of Japanese parlia-
mentarians- is set to visit
Nepal to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of Nepal-Japan
Friendship and the acces-
sion of Mount Manaslu by a
Japanese summiteer.
"There is a big community
of Nepal lovers in Japan and

a.ww are %%d. hurt by
Nepal's ordeals,” he said.

"We are willing to
extend our cooperalion
commemorating friendship
of the people, monarchy of
the two countries, and Lord
Budha,” he added.

While giving a reference
of his meeting with King

Gyanendra in Kathmandu, -

the envoy said that the king
had expressed his commit-
ment to remain as the con-
stitutional monarch.
Hatsuhisa Takashima,
spokesman .of Japanese
Foreign Ministry said that
Nepal’s current problems
could be resolved on the

basis of multiparty democ-
racy and constitutional
monarchy. For this, he said,
political prisoners should be
released, press should be
free and all civil liberties
should be restored.
Takahashi  Hiroshi,
expert on the Emperical
Household and professor of
Shizupka University is

" hopeful- that Nepal would

return to the situation that
late King Birendra had con-

" templated. "The king should

remain as the symbol of

- national umity, and the

country should be run on
the basis of people's will,"
he said.




