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National IWRM Plan:National IWRM Plan:

Describes the current way in which water resources Describes the current way in which water resources 
development and management decisions are made and development and management decisions are made and 
actions taken.actions taken.
Outlines where the country wants to be in the future in Outlines where the country wants to be in the future in 
terms of decisions made and actions taken to solve terms of decisions made and actions taken to solve 
problems.problems.
Maps up how it plans to move from where it is now to Maps up how it plans to move from where it is now to 
where it wants to go, with milestones and time frameswhere it wants to go, with milestones and time frames
(GWP(GWP, IWRM Guidance, February 2004), IWRM Guidance, February 2004)



Nepal Water Resources StrategyNepal Water Resources Strategy
(approved by the Cabinet: January 9, 2002)(approved by the Cabinet: January 9, 2002)

Project: Water Resources Strategy Formulation ProjectProject: Water Resources Strategy Formulation Project
Identification and analysis of issues (Phase I: 1995Identification and analysis of issues (Phase I: 1995--1996)1996)
Formulation of strategy options and a preferred strategy (Phase Formulation of strategy options and a preferred strategy (Phase 
II: 1999II: 1999--2001)2001)
Preparation of an actionPreparation of an action--plan to implement the strategy  (Phase plan to implement the strategy  (Phase 
III: onIII: on--going)going)
Financial resources:Financial resources:
His MajestyHis Majesty’’s Government of Nepals Government of Nepal
Japan Grant Fund of the World Bank Japan Grant Fund of the World Bank 
CIDA grant of CanadaCIDA grant of Canada
The World BankThe World Bank’’s NISP credit s NISP credit 



Nepal Water Resources StrategyNepal Water Resources Strategy
(approved by the Cabinet: January 9, 2002)(approved by the Cabinet: January 9, 2002)

Professional inputs:Professional inputs:
Nepalese professionals supported by consultants and experts Nepalese professionals supported by consultants and experts 
from the U.S., Canada and the World Bankfrom the U.S., Canada and the World Bank
Participatory process:Participatory process:
1997: National workshop on Phase I draft report1997: National workshop on Phase I draft report
1999: National workshop to solicit comments on Phase II 1999: National workshop to solicit comments on Phase II 
proposalproposal
2000: Regional workshops on Phase II draft 2000: Regional workshops on Phase II draft report(Easternreport(Eastern, , 
Central, MidCentral, Mid--Western and Western regions) Western and Western regions) 
2001: National workshop on the draft WRS document  (draft 2001: National workshop on the draft WRS document  (draft 
circulated to 400 stakeholders)circulated to 400 stakeholders)
2003:  National workshop on the draft plan of action2003:  National workshop on the draft plan of action













IWRM: IWRM: 

is the management of surface and subsurface water in a is the management of surface and subsurface water in a 
qualitative, quantitative and environmental sense from a qualitative, quantitative and environmental sense from a 
multidisciplinary and participatory perspective. There is multidisciplinary and participatory perspective. There is 
a focus on the need and requirements of society at large a focus on the need and requirements of society at large 
with regard to water at the present and in the future, with regard to water at the present and in the future, 
thus aiming at maximum sustainability in all senses.thus aiming at maximum sustainability in all senses.
(Frank Jaspers, World Water Council(Frank Jaspers, World Water Council’’s Water Policy, 5, s Water Policy, 5, 
2003)2003)



Integrated River Basin Management:Integrated River Basin Management:

can be understood as the management of all surface can be understood as the management of all surface 
and subsurface water resources of the river basin in its and subsurface water resources of the river basin in its 
entirety with due attention to water quantity, water entirety with due attention to water quantity, water 
quality and environmental integrity.   A participatory quality and environmental integrity.   A participatory 
approach is followed, focusing on the integration of approach is followed, focusing on the integration of 
natural limitations with all social, economic and natural limitations with all social, economic and 
environmental interests. environmental interests. 
(Frank Jaspers(Frank Jaspers, World Water Council, World Water Council’’s Water Policy, 5, s Water Policy, 5, 
2003)2003)



IWRMIWRM
is an approach towards an end, rather than an end itself.is an approach towards an end, rather than an end itself.
IWRM is incremental and builds on what already exists.IWRM is incremental and builds on what already exists.
On the natural system front, IWRM might involve integration of On the natural system front, IWRM might involve integration of 
land and water management, of surface water and ground water land and water management, of surface water and ground water 
management, of quantity and quality, and of upstream and management, of quantity and quality, and of upstream and 
downstream water related interest.downstream water related interest.
And, on the human system front, IWRM might involve ensuring And, on the human system front, IWRM might involve ensuring 
that policies and priorities take account of water resource that policies and priorities take account of water resource 
implications, that there is integration across the sectors in poimplications, that there is integration across the sectors in policy licy 
development, and that macroeconomic effects of water resource development, and that macroeconomic effects of water resource 
development are properly accounted for.development are properly accounted for.
(GWP(GWP, IWRM Guidance, February 2004), IWRM Guidance, February 2004)


